to detect the earliest disease in the maximum number of patients at least cost to the community. In conclusion, there is offered an ideal community program of eradication of tuberculosis-a disease which still claims 60,000 deaths annually in the United States.
This small volume is very readable, authoritative, and well documented. It offers much of interest-and a challenge-to all charged with the prevention and treatment of tuberculosis.
M. TAGER.
BLOOD GROUPING TECHNIC. By Fritz Schiff and William C. Boyd. Interscience Publishers, Inc., New York, 1942. xiv + 241 pp. $5.
The sub-titde appearing in this text offers a complete statement of the purpose of the authors in preparing this book, "A Manual for Clinicians, Serologists, Anthropologists, and Students of Legal a'nd Military Medicine." Replete with detail, yet concisely written, the book should meet the needs of those to whom it is directed.
The book well serves as a memorial to the late Dr. Schiff, whose contributions to the subjects presented in this book were so notable. GEO This book can be highly recommended to the layman as a source of information on our microbial enemies and the diseases caused by them, though the friendly microbes receive, perhaps, less discussion than the title warrants the reader to expect. The authors have presented a wealth of material in a very readable form; indeed, the many biographical sketches of the pioneers are unusually well done. The volume is clearly printed and abundantly illustrated, but it is the heaviest that this reviewer has had occasion to handle for some time. This work is particularly timely, since an increasing number of physicians and workers in related fields are finding it essential to become familiar with infectious diseases which hitherto had been somewhat apathetically left to the specialist in parasitology and tropical medicine. A complete and lucid survey of parasitology is presented, including sections dealing with protozoal, helminthic, and arthropod parasites. The emphasis has been placed on the disease and its diagnosis and treatment, rather than on the morphology of the parasites. However, the various complex life cycles and other details of zoology which are pertinent are greatly clarified by an abundance of excellent illustrations, original and otherwise. Of special value for reference purposes are many tables summarizing important laboratory and clinical data, as well as an entire section devoted to technical methods for the diagnosis and treatment of parasitic infections. This work should find wide favor. In view of the steadily rising average age of the population, a trend which will be accelerated by the ravages among the young, it is inevitable that an increasingly larger portion of medical practice will deal with the infirmities and diseases of old age. A volume of geriatrics therefore finds a logical place on the library shelves of the general practitioner and the internist.
The authoritativeness of this particular volume would seem assured by the exceptional experience and interest of the authors in chronic disease and the diseases of old age.
Particularly readable are the seven chapters under the initial heading of General Considerations dealing with the altered anatomy and physiology of senility, the hygiene of old age, the special diagnostic procedures required in the aged, etc. The remainder of the volume is devoted to diseases characteristic of senescence and to a consideration of the usual diseases under the various systems, with emphasis upon modifications that senescence introduces into the disease picture. Ample key references for supplementary reading accompany each chapter, and the ample index should prove useful.
